
needed upon that floor, and he (Mr. A.) should think that he
owed an apology to the Senate for ottering a word on the sub¬

ject, had he not been preceded by other gentlemen. He be¬
lieved a year would not pasa away hefore all men, of all par-
ties would concur in rendering to that gentleman the highest
degree of approl>ation.
The subject wan here dropped.

THE TARIFF BILL.
Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, to whoiu

was committed the bill to modify the tariff', with instructions
.'to remove the new duties imposed by said bill in all cases
¦ where any foreign raw material is taxed to the prejudice of
' any mechanic or manufacturer, so that no other or higher
. duty shall be collected on any such raw material than is pro-
* vided by the act of August 30, 1842 5 and further, so to re-
* gulate all the duties imposed by this bill as to raise a reve-
. nue sufficient for the exigencies of the country," reported
back the bill, and asked to he discharged from the lurther con¬

sideration of the above instructions.
Mr. EVANS said that, in the report made by the chairman

t»f the Committee on Finance, he, as a member of that com¬

mittee, had not concurred; and there wua another memlier be¬
sides himself who did not concur in it any more than he. He
should now like to know some ol the reasons for making such
u report, as he had not heard of any in the committer. He
should like to hear why, after the Senate of the United States
had, by a majority of the body, ordered one of its committees
to do a certain act, why it was that that committee had nei¬
ther doue the act directly, nor mode any effort to do it ? He
did not think the chairman of the committee had even un¬

folded the papers delivered to him by the Secretary of the
Senate. He was opposed to discharging the committee.

Mr. LEWIS, the chairman of the Committee on Finance,
¦lid that the resolution was one of such an indefinite charac¬
ter that, even had there been timetoact incompliance with it,
the committee could not have told to what articles it was in-
tended to apply. It waa difficult to tell what articles were de¬
signated by the term' raw material. He supposed that iron
watt a raw material, and so was wool, and so was hem(). If
the resolution was intended to apply to these articles, a com¬

pliance with it must have set aside the whole fiame-work of
the bill. He thought, under the circumstances, tliat the com¬
mittee were fully jutisfied in asking to be discharged from a

further consideration of the resolution, inasmuch as the horn
orable Senator from Delaware (Mr. Clattoh) had openly
avowed, when he moved it, that it was intended for the in¬
struction of the bill. If the bill was to bo destroyed, he
thought that the committee might at least ask not to be made
the executioners of their own bill.

Mr. R. JOHNSON said that he understood <he chairman
of the committee to say virtually that the reason why the com¬
mittee did not act in obedience to the instructions ol the Se¬
nate was, that those instructions weie emulated to defeat the
bill

Mr. LEWI8. Were intended *> defeat it.
Mr. JOHNSON. The chairman said they were intended

to defeat the bill, because such an intention had been avowed
by the Senator from Delaware ; and the committee were free
from any obligation to obey the instructions, because, if those
instructions should lie carried out, the whole frame of the bill
must be changed. Now, Mr. J. desired to know what right
a committee of tlic Senate had to refuse to obey instructions
imposed on tbera by the Senate, becau-o, in their own opin¬
ion, those instructions went to change the whole character of
a bill they had reported. Suppose they did, what then *

That was the very question which haJ been decided. The
Senate, after due delil>eralion and a full discussion of the whole
matter, had determined mo to instruct the committee, and if the
instructions required a change in the bill, then the Senate had
determined that such change should be made. The duty of
the committee was ministerial. They were uoL to judge of
the instructions, but to carry them out.

Another reason given by the chairman was, that these in¬
structions were indefinite in their nature, and the committee
refused to carry them out, because it was impossible for thein
to determine what articles were designated as taw materials.
This was certainly a most extraordinary declaration to come

I'rorn the chairman of a Committee on Finance. The instruc¬
tions directed them to take up the bill of 1842 and find out
what articles enumerated in that bill consisting of raw mate
rials employed by manufactures in the United States were then
left free of duty, and to insert the same in the new bill as free
articles, and then to examine what raw materials were taxed
higher by this bill than by the act of 1842, and to bring down
the tax upon them to that standard.

Mr. J. would venture to say that a process like this might
as be accomplished in two days as in two years. Why
had not the committee made the attempt ? He asked his
friend (Mr. Evahs) to say whether any effort had been made
in the committee to comply with the instructions ' The in¬
structions were ordered by the Senate at five o'clock last even¬
ing, and the committee did not meet till nine this morning,
and here the chairman came into the Senate and asked to l>e
discharged from these instructions, because he would not under¬
take to comply with that portion of them which had relation
to the raw malarial. Th. c«mii>ili«. f..r<uwtlh rntilil not tell
what was intended by raw material. Why, was there any
difficulty in any man of common sense understanding what
was meant by raw material employed in manufactures in the
United States * But, if the chairman was so wholly unin¬
formed as not to know thus much, let him go to the Depart¬
ment and there examine what articles now come in free of
duty as raw material. Surely, when he had found out what
these articles were, there could be no further difficulty in com¬
plying with the directions given.

* But the instructions required the committee to do more than
this. They directed them to find out what amount of duty would
be sufficient to produce such an amount of revenue as was re¬

quired by the exigencies of the country. Did it require any
great effort to do this > The country wanted a certain amount
of money to be raised by duties. The chairman could find
out how much this was by applying to the Secretary of the
Treasury, who had himself made an estimate of that amount.
When be got the sum, then all the committee had to do was

to set themselves to work in earnest and so arrange the amount
of duties as to provide that sum. He hoped the instructions
would he continued, and that the request of the committee to
be discharged from them would not be complied with.

Mr. SPEIGHT said it was sufficient for his purpose that a

majority of the committee had ordered such a request to be made.
He would give his own reasons why he thought it ought to l»e
complied with other gentlemen might give theirs. We had
now but eight legislative days of the present session after this
day. The latter clause of these instructions struck at the
whole bill, and required the committee to rej>ort an entirely
new tariff. They were to to arrange the duties as to raise
->ufficient revenue to meet the exigencies of the cotuntry.
Would the honorable Senator from Maryland be good enough
to tell the Senate what the instructions meant by that phrase,
the exigencies of ths country ? Did it include only the ordi¬
nary expenses of the Government in a lime of peace, or was

it intended to cover the whole amount of the annual wsr ex¬

penses ' In either event, great adepts as the members of the
Finance Committee might be at figures, and however learned
in the matters of the revenue, they could not inake the requi¬
site calculations in one week. They could not within that
time find out what revenue would be needed, and so digest
the bill as to distnbute that sum in due proportion on each
article taxed. Vet the committee were required by the reso¬
lution to go to work and to prepare and report a new tariff
bill, to be discussed by both Houses when ' Both Houses
had by resolution fixed upon the tenth of Angust as the day
for their adjournment. The Senate had done this, indeed,
contrary to Mr. S.'s vote 5 and the very state of things which
he had predicted in consequence of fixing it had now come.

By the very men who fixed upon that day the Finance Com¬
mittee were urged to set themselves to work and now prepare
a new bill. Did any msn in his senses believe that in the
short time which yet remained such an instruction as this
rould be complied with > The committee certainly did not,
and they had accordingly reported back the same bill which
they had before brought into the Senate, and had instructed
their chairman to ask that they might be discharged from the
resolution of instructions. If, however, the Senate should
refuse to discharge them, they would go on and exhaust the
residue of the session in endeavoring to comply with it; but,
when they had done so, Mr. 8. predicted that the day of ad¬
journment would come and find them about as near the com¬

pletion of their task as they were now.
Mr. BENTOIf asked that the resolution of instruction un-

d^r which the bill had been sent out should be read { and it
was read accordingly. Mr. B. said that he declared to the
Senate that it was from no factious spirit the committee
asked to be discharged from these instructions. 80 far as he
was concerned, it was his judgment that it would be utterly
impossible for the committee to execute the task here imposed
upon tbem, either with the approbation of theirown judgment
or with the chance of doing any good. It waa an utter impos¬
sibility that they should, and therefore they h»d brought back
the bill with a report declaring their utter inability to do what
they were ordered, and asking to be discharged from the
task. And this request, made under these circumstances,
made the question on discharging the committee in reality a
test question upon the bill. The motion was, that the com¬
mittee be discharged ; on that motion the yeaa and nays would
lie demanded, so that the bill was in fact now upon its final
vote. There was no doubt of that, and every gentleman here
who meant to vote either in the affirmative or negative would
now vote understandingly. If the hill was recommitted, and
the order of the Senate should be reiterated, Mr. B. submitted
that the committee could not perform the duty required of
them. He should nevertheless go on, and endeavor lo obey
it. He confessed, however, he should he unwilling to tiring
into the Senate what workmen would call a botch. He was

wholly unwil)ing to go to work like an ignorant anatomist,
and rut and slash among bones and muscles and nerves and
tendons without knowing what he was about. If he was to
prepare a bill, he most have the necessary aids and means to
help him in bringing in such a bill as he should be prepared
to stand by.
Now, at the very threshold the inquiry came up, what is

raw material > Why, in the view of a manufacturer of cloth,
he supposed raw material would mean wool, bat in the view
<?f a tailor raw material would mean manufactured cloth. If a

tanner ahould be called on to
but if »

SSST.X.1^through all '^^^XTtake to fulfil theae inatrucUou. with-
^ information, and without the nece-aary Uiueout tnerequi* would no on, anu en-

»,. *~u «>"
t0 orjer it. He could, however, do but one of two thing .

anee of the taak would require, or make a tart* oftfe
He brought thia alternative to obtain the aenae of *®"a '

Thcv had now at length come up to the point. T yJirJSwT^ finally 0» thi. bill, .ltd .'«) ».»*»»
must aive such a vote a- he should lie prepared to aland by.
Mr HUNTINGTON aaid that the request of the chairmanJLK. Committee bad pl««l

which he believed it had never occupied before. He douWui
if a single instance could be found in all the recorded leg'"1*-SirfttoSSEJwta. a committee had h-« .<*.*"*!l^ificact, ami had .«f««l. «>th»f «.«» *" "

WIMr.tI.EWIS aaid the committee diil not refine i tbej on,y

"^!.HUNTINct6n, resuming.Jfil directed to make . «*,; alto."« » *».«.¦Z, had reported the bill b»k to 111. V " ' ".hit ,to make atlcl. altontlion. Ae to the tea.. "Joelr,T.S «tod. h. ahoQid
was it the Senate had done yesterday

, ,

r_
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bill without any

tJt tto oo.u.l,£J2£KTtd ""orl.ry. [Mr. B.,,..
understood to say that he could produce precedents of a sinnla
FWkSSd been tho reasons assigned by the chairman ofthe
committee for not doing his duty > The
only reason given by him, except a suggestion at the close ot

his remarks, was that the committee had not had time. I
Ume-to do what> In the first place, the Senate had de¬
cided that the committee had time, for they had directed them£ do it, and they were as good judges of the tune required "
the committee we»e. The Senate had not directed the com¬

mittee to repot t this morting. The Senate knew just as well
as that committee what day they had fixed for adjournment,
and how many legislative days and other days intervened, and
with a full knowledge of these facta it had directed he Com
rnittee on Finance to do a certain thing; and "ow the chair¬
man of that committee came there and very modestly told the
Senate that they ought not to have required the committer t,

perform this task, because the committee were of opinion that
there wad no time to do it.

,. .»The Senate had decided that the bill should not pass w th-
out amendment, but should be an ended. 1 he committee
had brought it hack into the Senate without any amendment,
and now asked, on the authority of their opinion, that the 11
should become a law just as it stood, without any ^nendmen
at all. Now, widi all personal respect, Mr. H. insisted that
if this report of the committee should be accepted, the Senate
would sanction any one of iU committees m disregarding and
refusing to comply with any order the Senate migh giv .

comniiUee had n't time, and so they did not make any Tort
to comply with either branch ot the instructions. No time
Why, what was the first instructions given ro amend the
bill in regard to those articles of raw material which were em¬

ployed in the manufactures of the United Slates. Now. who
did not practically know what waa the meaning of such a di¬
rection > The question was too plain to admit of dispute, but
the committee had not gone into any inquiry as to wtiatsuch
raw materials were. Had they asked the Senators fromMame,
or Mary land, whether hemp was an article of raw mateiial, a

whether wool was another > No. not a word But they
came t>ack here and pleaded ignorance. They did »°l kn
what a raw material meant. What a pity ! Bu how long
would it have taken them to comply with this first branch of
the instructions > All they would have to do woukl be to take
up the act of '42 and examine it, to find what articles of raw

material were there free of duty, and if such articles there free
were taxed in the new bill, to take them out of the class of taxed
articles and put them into the class of free ; and wo ti: any sue

article was taxed in the new bill higher than in the act of 42lo ZZTihe new tax to the level of the old one. Would sucha^ oueratiorftake over half an hour ' Theie was not a manWthTt chamlier who could not make the whole alteraUon re¬

quired in Iran thon on hour'# t.rao.

But what was the second branch of the instruction
was that the committee should lay such duties on article, not
raw material as should produce revenue sufficient to meet the
exigencies of the country. Had they not time for his Had
not the Treasury Department stated what was the amount
which the Government would need ? And had not the chair¬
man told the Senate what he expected this bill to raise Now,
if the alteration on the raw matenal would produce a reduc¬
tion of revenue, all the committee had to do was to impose
that amount in addition to the duties on the other articles
And were not the committee as competent to do thia as they
were to report upon the bill in the first instance > Was not
his friend from Mississippi (Mr. Sphoht) as '

make these alterations in the bill as to judge that the hill was
fit and proper to be paased in its present state

Mr. SPEIGHT said that he would frankly answer the gen¬
tleman from Connecticut, and say that he could not do any
such thing in the space of eleven days, nor could any other
member of the committee.
Mr HUNTINGTON resumed, and *aid if the gentleman

could not do it, it must be owing to the J"health, (and no roan regretted more than he did that he
health of the honorable Senator was no better;) but .1 he
gentleman thought that he was htmself quite incompetent to
*uch a task, here was a gentleman from Maine near him ( Mr.
Eva*s) who had been long enough familiar with questionso
revenue to know something about them He thought that if he
had asked him he coOld have presented him with such views
as would enlighten him in the task. But the committee took
good care not to give him a chance. Neither his fnend from
Maine, (Mr. Evams,) nor his fnend from Maryland, (Mr.
Joh**«x,) both of whom were members of the committee,
had had an op|»ortunity of making even an effort to perform
the duty assigned them by the Senate. A majonty of the
committee had decide.! that they were not competent '"do it,
and therefore, in their opinion, nobody could do it. Mr. H.
would submit it to the Senate whether they would ¦
course like this in one of their committees ' He thought it
was due to the dignity of the body that, having instructed a

committee, it should insist that at least an effort be made to
obey such instructions. The Senator from Missoun (Mr.
B.vto*) had indeed said that if he was again instructed he
would set to wofk. Instructed again ! W as it necessary,
then, that the Senate should reiterate it- instructions I hat
it should require, and insist, and compel, before one of Us
committees would evJ-n attempt to do what it was Reeled to
do ' He repeated it, this was an unusual state of things,
and he hoped the committee would I* sent back, and charged
to obey the instructions of the body.

... l, ;,Mr J \ R.NAGIN here ro*, and said that he thought it
was his duty to him-elf and to his countpr that ha should put
an end to this affair. He waa now fully satisfied that no
amendment could or would be made in this bill, and it was
theiefore useless to insist on keeping it before the committee
The only effect of such a course must be to smother the hill.
When he had voted yssterday for the instructions he had had
no such purpose in contemplation. Had he resorted to such
a mode of destroying the bill h. should not have considered
himself as discharging his duty according to his instructions.
He had at one time thought it his duty, unuer the instruc¬
tions, to vote for the bill just as it came from the House, not
because he thought it a good bill, but because, contrary to his
judgment, it was determined by a majonty to put the country
on a great experiment, and he was willing that thay should
take the responsibility and ahide the consequences. But when
he witnessed theexig<mry into which the country was brought,
and saw the Secretary of tha Treasury asking for loans and
Treasury notes, and knew that this tail would reduce the re¬

venue, he came to the conclusion that if amendmanU should
be offered it would I* his duty to vote for them

But what was the state of things now I he Democratic
majority in the Senate declined making any amendment in
the bill, yet here was an application to keep it in committee,
when gentlemen on both sides of the chamlier wished the bill,
,f it passed at all, to pass in iU present form. Mr. J had
asked for amendm-nts, but the majority told him that none
should be made. Now, then, the que^n pat to hiro waa
whether this bill should pass or whether it should be del atc d
by his vote * And if it should be, would that vote con¬
formity with the instructions of his legislature With the
most anxious wish to discharge hia duty, and with the advice
of his own political friend.advice not intruded upon hm,
but given to him in all kindne~-he had been broughtTor n

time to the conclusion that it would be l«est to postpone any
further action on the hill to the next aess.oriof ( ongreas ; but,
on mature deliberation, he had come to a different eo.iclus n

Why should they postpone the hill, if they thoughtjherewould he a change in the opinion of the people »

there should be such a change, when was the h"1^go into
operation > On the first .lay of December next, and Congress
would meet on the filth, immediately after it had gone into effect.
Nothing, therefore, would be gained by ,.o.tpon.ng tbebiI,
on the contrary, it would only lead the people to a d^/T^security, to a delusive hope. Was it not better that the fac
should at once \m put plainly lielore them. let Ihem aee in.
know that the purpose to pass such a bill was serious, and ha<
(wen pursued to action , let them examine the ImII in its prac¬
tical operation , let them get up their meeting! «nd cxpreaa

their mmUineuU, and then at the next Congreaa their Kepre
Mutative*, coming freah from the people, would be prepared
to speak the will of the people. Would not thin be better than
a atate of uncertainty } Mr. J. said he could not get any offi¬
cial expreaaiou of the opinion of hit State Legislature till Oc¬
tober next. Poaaibly the will of that body might change, but
still he could not vote to postpone with that view, because he
believed that in the mean while a postponement would be
againat the interests of the country.

But thia was not all. He waa bound, in this matter, to be
frank and apeak ail hia mind. The queatiori on thia bill had
assumed a party character ; it waa a Democratic measure, and
events had occurred which threw on him a responsibility which
did not properly belong to him. On hia hands lay now the re¬

sponsibility of passing or rejecting thia bill. He did not occupy
the position of forcing this ineaaure on the country by a Whig
vote. He represented but one State : the presiding olficer of the
Senate represented the whole American people. You, air, (said
Mr. J., addressing Mr. Dallas,) have been elected to the post
you occupy by the Democratic party. If the Democratic party
are united in desiring to carry out thia measure, I here tranafer it
into the care and keeping of the repreaentative of the whole
people. We shall then aee whether it ia a Democratic mea¬

sure or not. Mr. J. would not occupy a position which did
not rightfully belong to him. He desired to stand retlus in
curia; he would not take the responsibility of a party mea¬

sure when the pairty had a majority here. It was well known
that he did not approve of this bill; yet he would not vote
agaiust it, because he waa instructed to vote in its favor. He
was fully aware that his course did not meet the approbation
of his political asaociatea, and it waa very painful to him to lie
compelled in thia instance to separate hiinaelf from them. He
had most earnestly desired that this cup might paaafrom him t
but this could not be. Come life, come death, he must take
it; and he should proceed to do hia duty, though none could
regret more than he the pain he must thereby inflict on his
political friends. He had no doubt that the conaequences of
this act would be visited on hia head, and, if ao, he ahould go
contentedly into the walka of private life and then do battle
againat this bill. He believed that thoae who oppoaed it were
right, and he believed fully that their course would meet a

hearty response from the American people ; and he hoped in
God that the day would come when that responae would lie
heard in theae halls. Meanwhile he should now vote for dis¬
charging the Finance Committee according to their request, and
would look to God and to the country for the result. He must
do hia duty, even though his political friends should desert him
on account of it.

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON said that it was very true (as the
Senator from Missouri, Mr. Bknto.v, had observed) that the
present vote was decisive of the fate of the bill. If the com¬
mittee should not be discharged from the instructiona the Sen¬
ate had given, the bill would fall; if they were discharged,
rto doubt it would become a law. As to the announcement
made by the honorable gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Jar-
nauin) that it was hi* purpise to obey the instructions re¬

ceived by him, he had heard it with heartfelt sorrow. And
now he had a word to say to gentlemen on the other side of
the chamber.
The chairman of the Finance Committee had said that Mr.

C., when moving the instructions, had announced that it was
his object to defeat the bill, and that the committee thought
that they were not bound to be the executioners of their own

bill. It was very true that Mr. C. had frankly acknowledged
that he sought to defeat the bill, because he considered it as

the source of unmixed and incalculable mischief. Not that
he was oppoaed to any modification of the tariff. Ho was by.
no means so attached to the present law that he would not
vote for any other. On the contrary, he waa ready at all
times to lend his aid in a proper amendment of it. It was

true that he did seek, by the instructions he had moved, to
protect the interests of the mechanic and the manufacturer,
and also to secure such an amount of revenue as should be
equal to the exigencies of the country.
The Senator from Mississippi (Mr. Speioht) had inquired

of him what he meant by the exigencies of the country, and
how much revenue he thought would l>e sufficient to meet
them, and had dwelt on the impossibility of arranging a bill
to accomplish that object within the time that now remained
of the present session. After what that Senator and others
had said, Mr. C. would not insist that the committee could
obey the instructions ; hut it was his opinion thaton that point
they were mistaken. But, supposing them not to be mista¬
ken, -what wan the result > The Senate had deliberately de¬
cided that the (tending bill should be amended in a particular
manner. The committee declared that it was impossible for
them to comply. Here, then, was a measure so premature
and crude that the committee could not make it perfect, though
pressed by all the weight of the authority of the Senate. In
this declaration we had an admission that a bill was destined
to paaa which the Senate, after full consideration, had decided
ought not to pass in its present form. If the Senator wished
to know what Mr. C. meant by the instructions he had moved,
he would say to that gentleman that he meant the committee
should report a bill taking off the odious discrimination which
this bill made in favor of European labor, and which ahould
.t the name time raise a sufficient amount of revenue to pro¬
vide for the civil list and for the interest on the national debt;
and, lastly, which should also provide a sinking fund to pay
off the debt itself.

Mr. SPEIGHT here interposed to ask what amount, in
round numbers, the 8enntor thought would be sufficient to
meet these objects >

Mr. CLAYTON said he had not made an,exactciUcuIation,
but it would be no very difficult matter to do so. He had made
some examination, and, though he ahould not at present at¬
tempt to pronounce a definite opinion, yet he thought gentle¬
men would find it by no means so difficult a matter as they
supposed.

It was certain, however, thtt tfcp revenue, even under the
act of 1842, would lie insufficient to cover all these objects ;
and it was still more flagrantly evident that under the new
bill the revenue collected must fall vastly below the mark.
This no gentleman attempted to deny. It was, in fact, open¬
ly admitted, officially .admitted, for Congress had passed a bill
authorizing the issue of ten millions in Treasury notes, which
notes might be reissued.

Mr. SPEIGHT. Not with my vote.
Mr. CLAYTON said he did not know how the Senator

had voted. He had himself objected to such a measure, and
always would object. When the Government created a debt,
he held that it was their bounden duty at the name time to
lay such taxes as should meet that debt and discharge it.
This was with him a cardinal principle of legislation. It had
been strongly recommended by Mr. Jefferson ; but the party
now in power, which boasteij of being his followers, bad de¬
parted from and delilwrately abandoned that wise policy.
The Senator said there was not now time to mature a bill

injeonformity with the instructions given, and this because the
Senate had fixed upon a day of adjournment. To do the
Senator justice, Mr. C. admitted that he did not believe there
was time. He had always avowed his willingnes* to give
gentlemen on the other side all the time they should ask for.
He had openly announced on the floor of the Senate that he
was ready to sustain their day, and it was they themselves
who had named the 10th of August. Mr. C. bad joined in
the vote for that day, because, andjonly because, they had
fixed upon it. The Senator, therefore, had no right to taunt
him with curtailing the session.

If the committee thought there was not time to complete
the task, let them introduce a resolution to prolong the time.
If the 10th was too soon, let them name a more distant day.
Mr. C. was not for discharging them from the performance of
a great duty like this because the 10th of August did not
afford tham a sufficient lime. Let them say the 20tb, or the
30th ; he was willing they should have all the time they ask¬
ed. They could not escape by saying that they had not time.
They should not inflict mischief, and then aay it was because
the opponents of the hill would not allow them time to avoid it <
they should h»vf no such excuse.

Something had been said about amendmenta to the bill. On
that subject Mr. C. ha>l done his whole duty. He hail offer¬
ed amendmenta which woujd cover the whole ground. He
regretted to aay that one of those had failed, and he did not
feel under obligation to do any more, if hia amendments had
l>een adopted, they would ha»e fully protected the industry of
the country. If the Senate did not choee to adopt them, it
was not his fault. On their heads must rest the consequences,
not on his. Ho did n<»t fee I that he had wasted the time of
the Senate. He had rarely addreaaed the body, and never
but on a great subject. But he had done. He did not mean
to haraas gentlemen. He had faithfully warned them | and
now |«t the conseuuences fall where they might.

Mr. WEB8TER admitted th$t the question now beforethe
Senate was in one respect what the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. Bkntoi) had declared it to be.a test question ; but not
exactly in the light in which that gentleman so considered it.
It was a teat question in a general and different sense.in an¬
other aspect aUog*th«r. We are here, (aaid Mr. W.) call¬
ing ourselves a Democratic Congress. The majority are pur¬
porting to be altout to pasa a great Democratic measure. If
there is any meaning in that term, it is that thia ia a mefi«ure
which will favor the maasea, which will favor the people ; that
it prefera the interests of the masses to the interests of a few
who are thought to be poasesaorsof a high measure of wealth.
Now, I ask what aort of a bill doos the question before us
show this grest Democratic measure to lie * it purports to be
" an act reducing duties on imports snd for other purpose*,"
and the title would not describe the hill at all if it had not
added thoae words, "and for oth» r purposes." And one of
those other purposes is to enhance duties. The true interpre-
tatioti of the bill and its proper title would be, " a bill to reduce
certain duties and augment others." To see whether this is
mich a hill as it is pretended to be, whether it is in favor of
the masse*, look at the question now befo»c us.a question
which is likely to terminate as is asked by the gentleman from
Alabama, (Mr. Lkwis,) the chairman of the Committee) on
Finance.

This bill does reduce duties { but on what ? There moy
lie some articlea for the benefit of the middling claaaes, but
the great amount of reduction ia on auch articles as ware
contained in the list I read yeaterday. The bill reduces
duties on spirits, on spices, on tropical and all other fruits,
on ready irja<le clothing, on rich ami coatly carpets, on silks,
on rich cut-glaaa The reduction was on thia class of articles.

It keep* out of the Treasury more revenue thmi the whole
amount ol Julie* on the other article*. Here la your inaiu
reduction, and it i* all on urticle* of extreme luxury. The
whole reduction in .the bill i* on *uch article* a* none of the
middle claaaea uae or have any direct interval in. It ia now
proposed to nee whether you will or will not coutinue thia
process ; whether you will, while reducing duties on aiticleaof
the highest luxury uaed by the rich alone, iucreaae dutiea on
Article* which couatitute the raw material of our own boine
manufactured article*, out of wbicb all the laboring men of tha
country earu their daily living.articlea which furuish occu¬

pation to handicraft labor. On these articlea you have in¬
creased your duties. You diminish the duty to be paid by the
rich and raiae the duty to be paid by the masses. You aug¬
ment the dutiea under a tariff which you declared to be an ob¬
noxious Whig measure, and which duties you demanded to
have reduced. You are asked now to send the bill to a com¬

mittee, that they may take oir the additional amount where
your duties now proposed exceed those laid by the tariff of
1842.and you will not do it. You are determined to indulge
those who consume the richest luxuries and to raise your taxes
on the poor laborer. The whole character of this bill is that.
It seema to revel in the delight of taking away men'a employ¬
ment. This characteristic runs through the whole of it. I
had hoped tjiat the gentleman (Mr. J ahxamiii) who de¬
clared himself yesterday with so much emphasis against the
policy of taxing the raw material, would have held to his pur¬
pose. I shall hold to mine. While this bill reduces the du¬
ties on the highest luxuries of life, occasioning thereby a vast
loss to the revenue, and-while you refuse to lower the duties
here imposed on raw material down to the level of the
bill of 1842, I say that your bill holds a language which
cannot and which will not be misunderstood. The people of
the United States will see that this is not a bill for the masses ;
that it is not a bill for the poor ; that it ia not a bill for employ¬
ment; but that it is a bill for the relief of the higheat and most
luxurious classes of the community. They will perceive and
undeistand that it is a bill which goes to take his living from
the poor and the laborious man, while it lessens the taxes of
his rich neighbor. Nona are so blind that they will not see

thia ; nor are the people so callous that they will not feel it.
In thia view I admit that thia is a test question. It is a test which
settles who are in favor of raising taxes on the raw mateiial,
to the iuin of the American laborer, and who are in favor of
reducing duties on the highest luxuries of human life. That
is the test, and none can escape from it.

I am in favor of keeping this bill in the committee. I shall
vote for that. The committee come here and tell us there is
not time to do what we have directed. They say they cannot
do it} Sir, was the like ever heard r Could not the com¬
mittee have at least said, we are ready to do what the Senate
requires, but it will take a long lime to do it ?

Mr. SPEIGHT. That is the very report we made.
Mr. WEBSTER. No such thing. The committee made

no report. They have not presented any report to this body
which would submit their views to the Senate, and let the
Senate decide upon them. I do not believe that that commit¬
tee have conferred half an hour. I do not think they have
.considered the thing for ten minutes; indeed, I doubt if they
have met at all. Yet they tell us they cannot do what we

have instructed them to do. Why, sir, on the first branch of
the instructions there is no difficulty at all. Where is it ?
There is not a gentleman here whfe could not do it in one
hour. No j the committee decline doing it, not from want of
lime, but from want of purpose. ^

Here Mr. SEVIER called Mr. Wkbsteb to order.
Mr. VV EBSI LR. Fo order ' How am I out of order ?
Mr. 8EVIER. The Senator is out of order in reflecting on

the purposes of the committee.
Mr. WEBSTER. I said it was from the purpose of the

committee ; and is it not * Is it not the purpose of the com¬
mittee that this bill shall pass as it is > Is not that your pur¬
pose ?

Mr. SEVIER insisting on his point of order.
The CHAIR decided that there was nothing in the re¬

marks of the Senator from Massachusetts in the least out of
order.'

Mr. WEBSTER. Now, then, I think that for such $n

interruption the Senator -from Arkansas owes me and the Se¬
nate a handsome apology.

Mr. SEVIER, (laughing.) 'Well, I make you as hand-
some a one as I know how.

Mr. WEBSTER. It somehow always happens that my
differences with the Senator from Arkansas end in a good-na¬
tured sort of way. [A laugh.]
To resume what I was saying. I say still, that, if the Com¬

mittee on Finance had thought it incumbent on them to obey
the instructions of the Senate, they would have found time to
do it. Before meridian this day they might readdy have ac¬

complished the object contained in the first part of the instruc¬
tions. But I rather think they did not greatly fatigue them¬
selves, but concluded that the best way would be to take a

short cut, and ask to be discharged, in the hope that some¬

thing might occur which would enable them to pass this bill.
I do not believe they so much as opened a book.
And now I say that when this bill shall be pastied, there will

be no need of writing on the body of it whether it is a Democra
tic or an aristocratic bill. When the tailoring man sees that
'the duty on the raw material which forms the staple of his
work is raised, while that on silks, orj spices, on preserved
fruits, on rich carpets, and pn rich cut-glass is lowered, he will
not ask any man to give the bill its name.its name is on its
face. It is an aristocratic bjll, and every item in it corresponds
to that general character.

Mr. McPUPFIE said that the 8enator from Massachusetts,
in characterising this as an aristocratic bill, jmpoeed on him
the duty of saying a few words Iteforc the question should be
Uken, that he might disabuse the public mind of any such
impression. The 8enator had asked with great confidence,
and surely with the expectation of not being replied to, where
was the democratic feature in this bill > Where was the pro¬
vision for the laboring classes > He had selected a few articles
of luxury on which the duties were reduced, leaving it to be
inferred that these wcrp the principal teductions in the hill.

I ¦J'' tell 'he Senator what are the democratic features of
the bill. In the firnt place it has reduced the duty on salt
from eight cents to two cents a bushel. It has reduced the
duty on sugar from two and a half cents to one cent per lb.
On all the copaumers of calicoes, plain or printed, a species
of goods used by all the farmer*, and mephanics, and Labor-
era, and their families, God knows.how much. I believe that
on all the articles consumed by the poor and by the middle
classes the reduction is greater than on all other articles in the
bill. The simple repeal of the minimums on coarse cottons
(a sort of tax never known till the tariff of 1816 either in this
or in any other country) will alone enable the people of the
Lnited Slates to consume an increased importation to the
value of ten millions of dollars, at prices not more than two-
thirds of what they now pay.
What i« the grcaf reduction in this bill which it is thought

i* to prove so injurious to the cquntry } ft is the protecting
duties on manufactures made in large oslabliahtyenta by the
power of machinery, owned by heavy capitalists, who are re¬

alizing from thirty to forty per cent, profit. The repeal of
these duties will operate to rcduce the profits of these men to
eight or ten per cent. I do not myself believe that the mo¬

ney price of labor will be reduced one-half as much as the
|>rire of the commodities used by the laborer* ; and, therefore,
that the practical effect of this bill will bo most favorable to
the great mass of our laborers and to nineteen-twentieth* of
all the people of the United State*. The laborer* in their
factories will get, on the whole, more for their lal»or than they
get now.'

But I will take ie*re to refer the honorable Senator from
Massachusetts to certain resolutions paused in Boston in 1820,
which are said to have been drawn up and supported in a

powerful speech by that honorable Senator himself, soon after
the commencement of the system of protecting American
manufactures by high duties. The duties at that time were

'ut °r 25 per cent, on cottons, woollens, and iron. A
proposition had been made to enhance these duties, as they
were afterwards fixed by the tariff of 1824. And it was in
opposition to this proposal that, at a meeting of the merchant*
ot IJoston, where these resolutions were passed, the Senator
took » very distinguished part in getting them adopted. One
o those resolutions, aa f remember, affirmed that the effect of
protecting laws was to benefit the gieat capitalists and not the
labor of the country.

Mr. WEBSTER here inquired whether Mr. McD. had the
resolutions before him ?

Mr. McDUFFIE said he had not { but they could be got.
Ha quoted them from memory.
,k ^?utheL '*""'u,ion w»" »n «n*wer to the general allegation
>a he establishment of manufactures gave a market to the

larmer. It was nearly in these word* :

,V'" we c,nn°t perceive bow that »y»tcm can

.

" to the farmer which increases the price of all he
>«s to buy, while if diminishes the price of all lie has to sell."

.i

Mr- McD. said that he had referred to these resolutions as
ne best answer to the pregnant inquiry of the Senator, when
-Tk o

Wft" dpmorr"tic feature in this bill >
I he . enator had said that a tax imposed upon the raw ma-

< rial (truck a blow at the lalwr of the country. Now Mr.
Mcl). considered this as but a very small matter. It had been
magnified by circumstances into an importance which did not
Mong to it. Why, what was the tax laid on all these arti-
rlon It wafl on|y five pef Mnf Hp djd not know th>t
tnpre was any duty laid on dye-ntulfc, but where the*e articles
iai ormcrly liecji free, they were generally raised by this liiil
o ive per cent. A duly of fivp per rent. on one small ele- I
men in the ro*t of manufactured articles, was that going to
freak down the manufacturer > It appeared to him but a very

:F»rr> arM^ he been charged with the framing of
thia bill, he should have been aa willing that this wa* out of
e Jill as in it. He met and repelled the idea that the bill

made any unjust discrimination against American manufac-
lurea. It gave them a protecting cluty of from twenty-five to
t nrty per cent. 1'he duty on woollena was thirty per cent.,
that on cotton* twenty-five per cent., while it required them

p*y a duty of only five per <ien(. on their raw material.
Was thai a discrimination against them ' It gave them twen¬
ty-five per cent, in their favor.

Mr. McD said it appeared to him unjust to allow the idea
to go to the country that a law of this kind, which secured to
the great liody of the industrious people of this country the

privilege of exchanging the product* of iheir labor in mar*

keU where they could get the (test price, was a law directed
against American industry. Ou the contrary, it wan a law
in favor of nineteen-twentieth# of the (K>ople of the United
States. It wu a lull to benefit the people wlio reaided in the
valley of the Mississippi, all who lived south of the Potomac, the
great t»ody of the people in the Middle State#, and, in fact, the
people of all the State# of the Union except Ma##afhu#ett# and
Rhode Ialand. Mr. McD. believed that in New York and in
Pennsylvania there were ten honeat farmer# who Buffered hy
the existing tax upon iron where there wa# one laborer bene¬
fited by it, and yet they were told that thi# wa# a bill against
the labor of the country. Were the frienda ot this bill to

grant, what aeemed to be a##umed on the other aide, that there
were no laborer# in the United State# but lho#e in the fac¬
tories, what became of all the farm ra of the country, and all
their #ons and daughter# ' What were the interest# of all
these in comparison with the interest# of the three hundred
thousagd lal>orera in our factoiiea ! Yet all must 1*3 subjected
to taxation for the benefit of this small number. They form¬
ed an aristocracy of laborers, and Congress was to make all
who did not lielong to that privileged clasa tributary to iheir
support. And now, because the friend# of thi# bill were in
favoi of reatoring to the great masses of our agricultural po¬
pulation, who could not meet and act in concert, the rights of
which they had been depiived by the manufacturers, they
were to be charged with passing an aristocratic bill. He re¬

pelled tile charge, and insisted it was an insult to the agricul¬
tural laborer# of thi# country to say that there were no labor¬
ers deserving of protection but those who were in the factories

Mr. McD. said that he had recently seen a gentleman from
Boston, who had lately returned from Illinois, and who told
him that he there saw the daughters of a wealthy farmer dress¬
ed in frocks made of unbleached cotton, such as we got from
Liverpool for four cents a yard ; and this in a country where
a farmer on twenty or thirty acres would raise an annual sur¬

plus of five or six hundred bushels of grain. Under that great
measure accomplished in England by Sir R. Peel.a measure
which marked an era in the history not only of that great
man's life, but in the history of the civilized world, and which
Mr. McD. looked upon as the greatv'st of all the measures of
modern time#.he would venture to say that in ten year# from
this time exports to the value of fifteen millions would go from
the valley of the Mississippi to England, and would return in
the shape of manufactured goods at half the price we were

now paying.
Mr. McD. said that, as a copy of the resolutions adopted in

Boston, and to which he hifd before referred, had now been
handed to him, he would ask that they should be read. They
contained such an admirable and such a philosophic exposi¬
tion of the doctrines of free trade, that Mi. McD. was willing
this bill should go to the country with these resolutions ap¬
pended to it.

Betore they were read, however, he wished to add one word
more on the subject of revenue. He entertained strong and
decided view# on that subject, but had hitherto forborne to ex¬

press them. He believed that this bill would produce quite
as much revenue as was now obtained under the act of 184?.
Although on some articles the duties were reduced in amount,

I the greater sum received on the importations of woollens and
cottons would more than make up for all.
Take the article of woollens : they now paid a duty of 40

per cent. We imported six millions, and we manufactured in
the United States twenty-four millions, making in all thirty
millions. The Senator from Massachusetts would not deny
that the reduction of the duty from 40 to 30 per cent, on the
imported goods would reduce the price in the American mar¬

ket. The reduction of 10 per cent, on the six millions im¬
ported would occasion a loss to the Treasury of six hundred
thousand dollars, provided the amount of imports remained
lh« same.
Now look at another view.' Here wire six millions of im-

| ported woollens and twenty-four millions of domestic, which
J were to be cflected hy this tariff The "reduction on the six
t millions from abroad was 10 per cent. ; the reduction on simi-

J lar goods made in the United States would be the same. The
I total loss, then, to the Treasury, on the thirty millions would
| be three millions of dollars. But allowing our impor s to in¬
crease from six to nine millions, the result would be nearly
the same ; for nine millions, at 30 per cent., would give two
million seven hundred thousand dollars, while six millions at
40 |*sr cent, would give two millions four hundred thousand
dollars. Here, then, would f>e a gain of three millions im¬
portation on the woollens To those goods to which the min-
imums applied, the increased importation would be so great
that it was impossible to calculate i*. Mr. McD- said he had
a piece of cotton sheeting which wag fit for the wear of any

I gentleman, which cost in Manchester but seven cents, while
goods of the same fineness at Lowell cost fourteen cents. [A
voice . " Ah > I should like to see it."] What would be the
increase from the abolition of these minimums no one could
tell; but it would be more than sufficient to compensate for
any falling off in the revenue from other parts of the bill.

Mr. DAVIS here inquired whether the specimen of cotton
to which the gentleman had alluded was of the kind called
plain white cotton f

Mr. McDUFFlE replied, it was plain white cotton, 36
inches wide.

Mr. DAVIS said he understood thu gentleman to say that
this species of goods could be got in Manchester for 7 cent*,
while at Lowell they would coat 14. Now, it happened that
the British manufacturers of theae goods two years ago had
gone before the British Parlii|ment with petitions that the duty
.n raw cotton might be taken off and in support ofthat prayor
they had stated that all that species of oottop goods was made
in the United State* a» cheap and cheaper than it was or could
be made in Qreat Britain, and after a full hearing and an in¬
vestigation into the fact* of the case, the duty on raw cotton
was thereupon repealed. Now, Mr. D. presumed theae men

understood their own business, and knew at what rate they
could make plain white cotton*.

Mr. McDUFFlE said he did not care what they said, the
fact was as he had stated it j and, moreover, he knew that on
some descriptions of coarse cottons they were able now in South
Carolina to beat Boston and Lowell and England to boot, and
make a profit of 40 per cpnt. [A laugh ]

Mr. McD- here called for the reading of the Bo«ton reaolti-
tions, and they were read accordingly.

Mr. W EBSTER said that he did not doubt that which
had been read by thp Clerk might be a correct nccount, as far
as it went, of what was done at the meeting in question t but,
if it were, it could not be the whole account, because he knew
there was another resolution adopted at the same time and
>vhich had not been read, and to which Mr. W.'« attention
had been frequently called in that chamber. Whether he had
drawn these resolutions or made any speech on that oc¬

casion, he could not now tell ; but he yielded it all, and the
gentleman might consider him as having drawn every one of
theae resolution* and argued in their favor l>efore the people of
Boaton.
But now, fs^id Mr. W.) the first thing I have to say in

reply is, that the honorable Senator from South Carolina will
readily admit that *uch i* the infirmity of our nature that even
an honest man may sometimes change his opinion ; nay more,
that he may change bis opinion in three years as well as

in thirty yeare. Now, I think that the greatest and the ablest
speech I ever heard against the annexation of Texas was from
the Governor of the State of South Carolina, while a still
greater speech in favor of annexation was delivered by the
Senator from South Carolina. [Much laughter.] I adduce
thi* merely as a proof that an honest man may change his
opinion.^ Moreover, if I rightly remember, the Senator from
South Carolina was once one of the most powerful advocates
this country contained for internal improvement*.

Mr. McDUFFlE. Yes, and I have never changed my
opinion gince on the question of power,

Mr. WEBSTER. "On the question of power'" And
why then was the Senator so zealous in favor of a barren
power, which, according to him, ought never to lie exercised' I
[A laugh.]

Mr. McDUF FIE was understood to sav that he had only
argued in favor of appropriations for survey.

Mr. WEBSTER. Again the same gentleman was, I be¬
lieve, once very favorable to a Bank of the United States.

Mr. McDI FFIE'8 reply wa* not audible in thp gallery.
Mr. WEB8TER. Then I stand before the 8enat« as but

affording the aame proof with the gentleman himself that an r

honest man may change his opinion.
I remember very well that at the time that meeting was

held the commercial people of Boston were in a state of great
alarm. 'They had then a commerce which was spread all over
the world, and they apprehended that the policy about to pre¬
vail at Washington was such a* would interfere with that
commerce. And now, air, what wa# it in esjiecial that they
so much feared > It wa* this very principle of minimum du¬
ties, which was nut upon the people of New England by the
policy of South Carolina. The Senator said that such a polj
cy had never been heard of in the legislation of this or any
other country on the globe before the tariff of 1816. Well,
sir ; and by whom was that minimum policy first devised and
introduced > It was moved by a gentleman from South Caio-
lino, and carried in Congress by tho votes of South Carolina
against every vote of MissachusetU. 'The people of Boston
dreaded these minimum duties, liecause thev apprehended thirt
their practical operation would lie to cut off tlieir India trade.
They did not oppose the principle became it was Imd in itself,
but only because it would work injuriously to them. To hear
the manner in which minimums have been spoken of in this
chambei throughout this debate, one would think, who never
had heard of them liefore, that they were some band of Ca-
manche or I t wrier Indians that were coming down upon us
to eat us sll up.

Mr. McDIJFFIE here said that the Senator was not cor¬
rect in saying that minimum* had lieen introduced against
every Massachusetts vote.

Mr. WEBSTER. Well, lie it so. The minimum policy
was introduced by South Carolina. The Senator will not
deny that the invention was of South Carolina origin. This
was in 1816. In 1820 an eminent gentleman from Pennsyl¬
vania (Mr. Baldwin) had introduced a high protective duty
oft iron, and advocated a j>olicy which went to protect every
thing out of New England. New England thus found her¬
self between the upper and the nether millstones. Between I
the South Carolina tariff and the Pennsylvania tariff, she was I
like to be ground to pieces. And, by the way, if the honor- I

; ul.le Senator had talked . little more to the Chair about the
.fleet of thin lull on Pennsylvania iron, u might have been a*

well as to cmifii.e himself to woollens and cottons.
I agree that, whether from the change* which have taken

place in the business of the country or noty ever airier
the tariff of 1824 there had Iteeu no audi thing a* going back.
That tariff wan passed without asking or obtaining the con¬
sent ol Massachusetts. She gave but one vote iu its favor.
Hef people had, up to that time, addicted themselves mainly
to commerce, but they then saw tliat the time was chum win n

they must conform themselves to the will of the country in
regard to domestic manufacture*, and they accordingly were

induced, I may almost aay compelled, to veat a large amount
of their capital and labor in that pursuit. If there Iw any in¬
consistency in having oppoaed the protection of manufactuu a

at a previous period, alid advocating it at a time when cir¬
cumstances had entirely changed, I am teady to admit the
change. I admit in the broadest venae that I agreed with
every word in those resolution*, but now there is such a thing"
as a moral necessity of maintaining the habits and pursuits of
business men, which they entered into twenty-two years ago
solely in consequence of laws passed by Congress.
And now as to the increase of duties in this bill, I confined

my observations to those imposed upon raw material. In an¬
swer to thin, the Senator says that the duty is only five per
cent. VV ell, what of that > A difference of five per cent, is
quite enough to put an end to many establishments now in this
country. If there were no competition from abroad it would
be a different thing ; but when there is competition, and the

manufacturer is pressing on his American rival, and
when much capital is of necessity vested in raw material, a
loss of five pei cent, may l>e quite enough to decide the com¬

petition between us and England. Does England pursue a

policy like this } Noj she lets in the raw material free of all
duty. Her country i* full of skill, and capital, and machine-
ry, anu of lat>or at hall the price we pay, and againat all thia
this bill either expects that the American artisan can live here,
or, if he cannot, it means to destroy him, and to say that we
shall import all that he now makes. To add to all his other
disadvantages in competing with greater capital and cheaper
labor, you here add a loss on his raw material

I he Senator says that the poor people in this .country are
to be greatly benefited by the importation of cheap cottons {
and he thinks we should import such goods to the amount of
$10,000,000. Well, if we do, all I can say is, that (hero
will be presented a very singular spectacle upon the ocean, for
it is certain that last yoar we exported of such goods to the
amount of $4,500,000. Here, then, are our ships carrying
cottons out of the country, while other ships are bringing
cottons in.

Mr. McDlJI" I* IE said the exports had been of coarse cot¬
tons.

Mr. WEBSTER. The Senator is mistaken ) they were
not exclusively of coarse cottons ; Uiey were of such as bring
seven cents in Boston. Nor was there any reason in the
world lo think that while we sent out of the country four or
five millions of these goods, we should at the same time bring
ten millions in } I do not mean to treat the Senator's opinion
with disrespect, but it does appear plain to me that, with such
a capacity to supply our own demand against the manufac-
tuies of England, and all the world, we are not likely to im¬
port the same sort of goods to the amount often millions.
The Senator has e«pressed an opinion that the farmers of

this country (by which I take it he means the men employed
in the agriculture of the Northern and Middle States) will be
greatly benefited by this bill ; liecause, under the pxwlinglaw,
they are heavily taxed for the benefit of their neighbors in the
villages and factories. Now, on that subject I wish to put
one or two questions to the honurable Senator. I ask him
whether at any time the prioes of goods were lower to the
farmer than at this moment, and whether it is a well-founded
opinion that similar goods can be brought here from England
and sold at a lower nrico. The gentleman states a strong
case, in which the daughters of an Illinois farmer were cloth¬
ed in unbleached cottons at four cents a yard. Yes ) and
why ? and why ? The immediate answer ia, because the
farmer had no market for (he consumption of his produce.
Flour fs now hringing two dollars a barrel in Missouri. A
correspondent writes me that, repealed as the corn laws of
England may be, good flour now can be got at St. Louis for
a dollar and a half a barrel.
Now, it comes to this : If the Senator is right in supposing

that these agricultural products of a farmer in Illinois or Mis¬
souri will rise in price from the repeal of the British corn laws,
then he may consistently enough hold the other opinion he
avowed as to the introduction of British goods. But I believe
that it will be found to be a very great error. That the effect
of Sir Robert Peel's bill may be to introduce into the councils
of Great Bntain a more liberal spirit than has heretofore pre¬
vailed, I have little doubt ¦, but that it will improve the market
tor American flour to any sensible degree I do not believe,
rhe very repeal of those laws will stimulate improvement in
the agriculture of England, and they are now rapidly improv-
tng in all the modes of tillage. It is obvious that, if the price
of his product continues to lie lower twd importation to go on,
it behoves him to cast about for means to improve his landed
propertyBe it remembered that the English capitalist is often him¬
self a landholder, with means at his disposal to an amount
that might seem to us incredible. I know myself an English
anded gentleman who exuded one hundred thousand dol¬
lars simply in draining his landa, in order therehy to increase
his crope ; and a similar process is going on all over England.
But now, if, turning away our eyes from this foreign market,
we look at the actual state of our farmers at the North and in
the East, we shall find that his greatest expectation of a re¬
muneration for his labor is in that market which is especially
created and kept up by the factories and villages in his neigh¬
borhood. I might put a question on this subject to either of
the Senators from Pennsylvania, and get a prompt answer in
the affirmative. And any man who would look to the static-
tics annually published may see in how large a degree the
products of agriculture enter into the value and constitute an
element in the price of our manufactured commodities. Eng¬
land herself furnishes us with abundant examples of this,
and a member in the other House has gone into a very accu¬
rate and exact calculation, showing how much of English ag¬
ricultural products enter into the value of every yard of Eng¬
lish broadcloth which we import.

But I will not extend these remarks. I recur to my first
proposition that the Senate propose, by adopting this bill, to
submit to a great loss of revenue on articles used exclusively
by the rich, while at the same time they increase the taxes on
raw material, and refuse to bring them down to the rate of
those in the bill of 1842. Let the people look on this pio-
ture and on that, and then decide which of the measures it is
that justly deserves (o lie called democratic.

Mr. SIMMON8 next took the floor. [The Reporter will
endeavor to give a correct sketch of as much as be heard,
but the statistical details he is compelled to omit lest he should
do Mr. 8. injustice by misstating matters with which that gen¬
tleman is so eminently familiar.]

Mr. 8. said that allusion had been made by the honorable
Senator from 8outh Carolina (Mr. McDurrtc) to the expect¬
ed effect of this lull upon the laboring classes of the country ;
and his calculation was, that although the bill might and proba¬
bly would reduce the prices of labor to some extent, yet that the
corresponding reduction of price in commodities they consumed
would more than make up for it; so that, upon the whole, their
condition would be much bettered. Now, he wished to ask
that gentleman to what commodities he alluded, the prices of
which were to be so much reduced as to make up to the arti¬
san the reduction in the price of his labor} What were the
articles > And who produced them » And how was the la¬
borer to l>e compensated for a reduction of 25 per cent, in the
prico of his labor > The consumption of the United Kates
was fifteen hundred millions; of which amount one thousand
millions worth consisted of agricultural products. These
then, constituted two thirds of the consumption of the laborer!
Did the bill reduce to him the price of these article* f

Mr. McDIJF FIE replied that the bill would have no effect
on the prices of agricultural products when they -vere consum¬
ed by those who raised them. Nineteen-twentieth* of our
agricultural products were consumed by those who produced
them, but of those which were sold the price would be in¬
creased.

Mr. SIMMONS. "The price will be inertaaed " and
where then will be the compensation to the laborer > Two-
thirds of whst he consumes consists of the products of agricul¬
ture j and on all these, according to the Senator's own show¬
ing, he will have to pay more than he now does. How will
this com|iensate him for a reduction in the price of his lalior >
Will the Senator explain f The honorable gentleman does
not seem very well to know which way to state it, whether
the bill will increase the price of agricultural products or dimin-
inh them. He may take it either way,

Mr. McDUFFIE. I have just said that, when these pro¬
ducts are consumed by the farmer who rawes them, the bill, of
course, will have no effect j but it will raise the price of what
he has to sell.

Mr. SIMMONS. Very well j.then all the food which our
laborers buy will be enhanced in price, while the price of all
he makes is to ho reduced. Will this greatly benefit him f

Mr. LEWIS. Who admits that under this bill the price
of4sbor will l»e reduced ' *

Mr. SIMMONS. The honorable Senator from South Ca¬
rolina does.

Mr. McDUFFIE. I said that the money price of labor
might to some extent be reduced, but that this would be com¬

pensated to the laborer by the reduced price of what he con¬
sumes.

Mr. SIMMON8. The «« money price of labor !" What
other price is there > I know of no other price of labor than
the money price. The bill then is to raise the price of hi.
on* ; and this is to be made up to him, I suppose, by cutting
down the price of the products of his labor. The shoema-
KerswiH like this smsimgly , for, while ihey pay more for
their bread, they will get km for their shoes. [A laugh. 1

Mr. McDUFFIE. The shoemakers are wholly indepen¬dent of this bill.
'

Mr. SIMMONH. Oh, then I suppose the shoemakers ate
he true aristocracy. While other people are to be cut down
tney are to lie left in independence. .They are the " bloated
capitalists," I suppose.

I he -Senator from Maasachusetts says that the people of hi«


